An Excerpt from Flatpicking the Blues: "Nine Pound
Hammer"

Arrangments by Brad Davis and Performance notes by Dan Miller

In Flatpicking the Blues, Brad Davis and Dan Miller methodically introduce various scales
based on the tonic note G. These include G major, G minor, the G minor pentatonic scale,
the G minor pentatonic blues scale, and the G blues scale- all in various positions
throughout the fretboard. The reader is then encouraged to apply this knowledge to
standard bluegrass tunes in order to give them a blues improv flavor.

This grounding in scale theory and its practical application might take the average player
several weeks to master and lies well beyond the scope of a single Guitar Sessions article.
With Brad and Dan’s permission we have chosen to offer Brad’s variations of the bluegrass
standard “Nine-Pound Hammer”. This tune is used about midway as well as towards the end
of the book to illustrate how various scales, licks and double stops might be used to add the
blues touch.

Stephen Rekas
Guitar Sessions Editor

Performance Notes

This homework assignment is going to be more like a homework "project.” Hey, we are
getting towards the end of the book here. Think of this as one of those end of term projects
that counts for half of your grade!

What we would like you to do is figure out your own bluesy arrangement of "Nine Pound
Hammer." Brad has given you two bluesy examples on the DVD, plus you now have a bunch
of great blues licks in your blues repertoire. What we recommend is that you get a recording
device and record your own rhythm bed for "Nine Pound Hammer" using the blues rhythm
you learned in this course. Once you have the rhythm bed to work with, then start trying to
work on an arrangement of "Nine Pound Hammer" and play along with the rhythm recording
that you created. After you've practiced your own cool arrangement, continue to play
through the tune and come up with some impromptu improvised variations. You can have a
lot of fun with this!

Next time you see Brad out on the road at a workshop, ask him to pick "Nine Pound
Hammer" with you and dazzle me with your solo!


http://www.melbay.com/authors.asp?author=270
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“Nine Pound Hammer” Example
Based on the G Blues Scale
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Mine Pound Hammer
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Nine Pound Hammer (con't)

25

-

T

=3

¥
-
F

T
|
-

mEESE

-

g
i
e
58]
IID_
.'_x__ o
L ol L1
ant N
. ™M
| .IH_ T 1
§ 1 S
/. J L
- 2 1
I Wi
s
Z |
[vERE L _"n_.._..pl.
21 [T
wlll -
rr__rrw +30
e

il
il

behe
- ™

#l




